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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 The inception of the Pallavas stays cloud. The early 
rulers of the race are said to have controlled from 
Kanchipuram as their political home office. They expanded 
their regions to the extent the Northern piece of Andhra. In the 
South, the Pallava Kingdom stretched out similarly as the 
stream Kaveri. The Prakrit copper plates, assignable on 
Paleographic grounds to the period 250-350 A.D., notice the 
names of Pallava lords who most likely administered about the 
start of the fourth century A.D. History specialist V.A. Smith 
displayed a fair view with respect to the starting point of the 
Pallava.  

 
As indicated by him, "It is conceivable that the 

pallavas were not one particular clan or class but rather a 
blended populace made mostly out of outsiders and halfway of 
South Indian clans or ranks, diverse in race from the Tamils 
and taking their name from the title of a barging in remote 
tradition which got authority over them and welded them into 
a forceful political force." Shivaskandavarman was maybe the 
best among the early Pallava rulers, who governed presumably 
in the start of the fourth century A.D. The Pallava rulers 
administered over the cutting edge Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka. The contemporary Gangas and Kadamba rulers 
recognized the suzerainty of Pallavas. The development and 
advancement of Pallava history turns out to be progressively 
clear from the second 50% of 6th century A.D. One ruler 
Simhavarman climbed the honored position in 575 A.D. He 
was a Buddhist. He vanquished his contemporary Tamil ruler. 
Ceylon was additionally remembered for his realm. 
Mahendravarman (600-630 AD), the successor of 
Simhavarman, was an extraordinary ruler. He was likewise a 
writer, performer and developer of sanctuaries. 

 
He was the creator of the Vichitrachita. It was an 

exceptionally creative writing of antiquated occasions. The 
Mahavilasa prahasana was another title of Mahendravarman. 
He presented the stone cut sanctuary engineering. 
Mahendravarman was at first a Jain however later on was 
changed over to Saivism. Mahedravarman battled against the 
aspirations Chalukya ruler Pulakesin II. The Aihole engraving 
gives a striking image of the contention between the 
Chalukyas and the Pallavas which went on for ages. 

Narasimhavarman Mahamalla (630-668 AD) was the 
successor of Mahendravarman. He was the best of the Pallava  
 
rulers. It was during his rule around 640 A.D. that Hiuen 
Tsang visited the Pallava realm. He gives an intriguing 
depiction of Pallavas and their kin. As indicated by him there 
were a few religious communities and Buddhist sanctuaries. 
Individuals were living cheerfully. There was a plenitude of 
rural items. Narasimhavarman effectively sent a maritime 
campaign to Ceylon to reestablish the Sinhalese sovereign 
Manavarma. He improved the' port of Mahamallpuram 
(Mahabalipuram). He vanquished Vatapi, the Chalukyan 
capital in 642 AD. 

 
Mahendravarman II prevailing to the position of 

royalty after Narasimhavarman, and administered from 668 
TO 670 A.D. He was prevailing by his child 
Parameswaravarman. He governed from 670 to 695 A.D. 
During his rule, the Pallavas got a misfortune from the 
Chalukyas. The Pallava capital Kanchi was involved by the 
Chalukyas. Parameswaravarman was prevailing by his child 
Narasimhavarman. He was a devotee of Siva, Dandini, the 
well known Sanskrit researcher was his court writer. The 
following significant leader of the tradition was 
Nandivarman/Pallavamalla (730-800 AD). He battled against 
Pandyas and Rastrakutas. The Pallava-Chalukya strife 
additionally again began during his rule. He was an enthusiast 
of Vishnu and fabricated Mukteswar Vaikanthaperumal 
sanctuaries at Kanchi. He was a researcher who belittled 
learning. Tirumangal Alvar, the popular holy person thrived 
during Nandivarman. Dantivarman succeeded his dad 
Nandivarman. The later Pallavas declined and lived as simple 
feudatory nobles. 
 
Life under the Pallavas: 

 
The social structure under the Pallavas depended on 

Aryan culture. The Dharmasutras were perceived as 
althoritative writings. Countless engravings of the Pallavas 
allude to their commitment to various parts of culture. The 
Pallavas were standard Hindus. A large portion of them were 
the adherents of Lord Vishnu and Siva. The University of 
Kanchi assumed a significant job for the spread of Aryan 
culture. Vatsyayana, the well known researcher who prospered 
during the Pallavas, was an Acharya of Kanchi University.  
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The scholarly improvement during the Pallavas was 
exceptional. The Pallava rulers belittled researchers and 
learning. The Vaishnava and Saiva written works created 
during this age. The exemplary "writings of Sanskrit and 
Tamil were given regal support. Dandini and Vastyayana, the 
two savvy researchers, were prospering during the Pallavas. 
The Pallava lord Mahendravarman composed Mattavilas in 
Sanskrit.Pallava rulers were great patrons of art and 
architecture. The Pallava style of art and architecture varied 
with the taste of the rulers. The Pallava architectural style 
consists of Mahendra style (600-625 AD), Mammala styles 
(625-674 AD), Rajasimha and Nadivarman style (674-800 
AD); and Aparjita style of early ninth century. The Pallava 
rulers were great builders of temples. King Mahendra 
Patronised the Jaina Shrines and rock cut temples. The famous 
Kailashnath temple of Kanchi was built by Narasimhaverman 
II. 

 
The Mukteswar sanctuary, Matungeswar sanctuary 

and Vedamalliswara sanctuaries at Kanchi have a place with 
the Pallava time frame. Mahendravarman 1 established the 
framework of Mahavalipuram, the origin of South Indian 
design and structure. Narasinhavarman gave a crisp touch to 
Mahavalipuram. He built various altars and rock slice 
sanctuaries committed to Vaishnavism. There was a 
customary development of Pallava craftsmanship and 
engineering of various style in various manners. The 
Ikshvakus of the Krishna – Guntur area were superseded by 
the Pallavas. The term Pallava implies creeper, and is a 
Sanskrit form of the Tamil word tondai, which likewise 
conveys a similar significance. The Pallavas were potentially a 
nearby clan who built up their clout in the Tondainadu or the 
place that is known for creepers. The most punctual records of 
the Pallavas are engravings in Prakrit followed by engravings 
in Sanskrit and in this way in both Sanskrit and Tamil. The 
Prakrit engravings were made when the Pallavas were as yet a 
neighborhood line administering at Kanchipuram (200 – 575 
A.D.). The last engravings had conveyed by what antiquarians 
have called the Imperial Pallavas (570-800 A.D.) when the 
line controlled Tamilnadu and turned into the principal Tamil 
tradition of genuine result. 
 
Political History: 

 
Among the later gathering of Pallava rulers, Simha 

Vishnu's (575-600 A.D.) profession was long and significant. 
He battled against the Cholas, the Pandyas and their partners. 
He shut down the Kalabhra interregnum in Tondaimandalam 
(Kanchi district) and expanded his realm southward upto the 
Kaveri delta. He was otherwise called Avanisimha. A 
sculptural portrayal of this war-like lord, went to by his two 
sovereigns is found in bas-alleviation in the northern specialty 

of a cavern sanctuary, known as the Adivaraha Mandapa at 
Mahabalipuram. His child and successor, Mahendravarman II 
(600-630 A.D.) was the msot amazing of the Pallavas ruler. A 
passionate Jaina in his prior life, he was later convinced by 
one Appar, a Saiva holy person, to venerate Siva.  
 

He was contemporary of Harshavardhana and was 
likewise a drama¬tist, performer and writer of same standing. 
He was the creator of a play, Mattaritasa-Prahasana (The 
Delight of the Drunkards) and was additionally connected 
with the purported 'melodic engraving' at Pudukkottai. His 
different birudas, for example, Mattavilasas, Gunabhara, 
Vichitra – chitta, Lattankura and so forth, appear to insinuate 
those achievements. He presented the cavern style of design. 

 
Mahendravarman-I endured serious annihilations on 

account of Chalukya Pulakesin – II. The domain of Vengi was 
lost to Pulakesin who sent his sibling, Vishnuvardhana, there 
to begin the line of the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi. 
Narasimhavarman I, surnamed Mahamalla (630-660 A.D.), 
the child and successor of Mahendravarma I is considered the 
best of the Pallava rulers. He is credited with repulsing the 
second attack of Pulakesin II, killing him and catching the 
Chalukyan capital Vatapi and won along these lines the title of 
Vatapikonda (winner of Vatapi).  
 

It was conceivably in his battle with Pulakesin II that 
he got help from the Simhalese Prince Mana-Vamma whom 
he subsequently helped with verifying the crown of Ceylon. 
Hiuen Tsang visited Kanchi about the year 642 A.D. during 
the rule of Narasimhavarman I. He was an impassioned 
admirer of workmanship and blessed cavern sanctuaries at 
better places, for example, Trichinopoly and Pudukkotai. His 
name is, in any case, most popular regarding the purported 
Rathas of Mahabaiipuram. The first name of the spot, 
Mahamallapura recognizes its imperial organizer, Mahamalla, 
i.e., Narasimhavarman I. Mahendravarman II (668-670 A. D.) 
administered for a brief period, since he was slaughtered by 
Vikramaditya I the Chalukya lord. The Pallava power started 
to wane during the rule of Narasimhavarman's grand¬son 
Parameshwaravarman I (670-680 A.D.) 

 
Contribution of the Pallavas 
 
Art and Architecture: 

 
The advancement of sanctuary design, especially 

Dravida style, not just set the standard in the South Indian 
promontory, yet additionally generally impacted the 
engineering of the Indian provinces in the Far East. The 
trademark Pallava or Dravidian kind of Sikhara is met with in 
the sanctuaries of Java, Cambodia and Vietnam. 
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Mahendravarman I's rule shows the impact of the cavern style 
of design. Models are the stone out sanctuaries at 
Bhairavakonda and Anantesvara sanctuary at Undavalli. 
Narasimhavarman I manufactured the Rathas of 
Mahabalipuram which are seven in number, every one of 
which is known out of a solitary stone rock.  
 

In the rule of Rajasimha Narasimhavarman II the 
stone cut procedure was supplanted by the basic sanctuary of 
workmanship and stone. The purported Shore sanctuary of 
Jalashayanaswami is worked of dressed stone of astounding 
workmanship. Another surprising landmark of the rule of 
Rajasimha is the Kailashanatha sanctuary at Kanchipuram 
worked around 700 A. D. also, comprises of three separate 
parts, a sanctum with a pyramidal pinnacle, a mandapa and a 
rectangular patio demonstrating a progression of subsid¬iary 
altars or cells. Nandivarman II assembled the 
Vaikuntaperumal sanctuary at Kanchi and other littler 
sanctuaries, for example, sanctuaries of Muktesvara and 
Matangesvara at Kanchi. The Pallavas additionally added to 
the improvement of model in South India. The best model is 
the 'Plunge of the Ganga' or Arjuna's Penance at 
Mahabalipuram. 
 
Literature and Religion: 

 
Sanskrit was the official language of the Pallavas and 

Kanchi, the Pallava capital, was an incredible focus of 
Sanskrit learning. Both Bharavi and Dandin, the creators of 
Kiratarjuniyam and Dasakumarcharitam individually, lived in 
the Pallava court. Dandin was additionally the creator of the 
content "Avanti Sundari Kathasara". Pallavas were universal 
Brahmanical Hindus and their support was liable for the 
incredible renewal of the medieval ages. The vast majority of 
the Pallava lords were aficionados of Siva, the special cases 
being Simhavishnu and Nandivarman who were admirers of 
Vishnu. 
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